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£90 Sketch of the Life of Bernardin de St. Pierre. [Nov. 



and perpetuated, by order of 

fovemmeut, aj> annual festival in 
oaour of Hernando Cortez, the 
perfidious butcher of the ancient 
race; while no public honours have 
been decreed to Christopher Colum- 
bus, one of the wisest and best among 
the benefactors of mankind* Yet if 
such has been the conduct of" thank- 
test men" there are many who vene- 
rate his name. 

"Ages unborn shall bless the happier day 
That saw thy streamer shape the guideless 

way. 
In this dark age, tho* blinded faction sways, 
And wealth and conquest gain the palm of 

praise; 
Aw'd into slaves, while grovelling mil- 
lions groan, 
Andblood stain'd steps lead upward to a 

throne ;* 
.Far other wreaths thy virtuous temples 

twine, 
Far nobler triumphs crown a life like thine; 
Thine be the joys that minds immortal 

grace, 
As thine the deeds that bless a kindred 

race." 

His son, who wrote his life, has 
left a particular description of his 
person, manners, and private cha- 
racter, all of which were agreeable 
and interesting. 

After his last return from Ameri- 
ca, Columbus passed the short re- 
mainder of his life at Valladolid, 
the capital of old Castile, and then 
fhe seat of the Spanish government. 
He died in that city on the 20th of 
August, 1506, and was buried in one 
of its churches.- Over his body is a 
plain stone, inscribed simply with 
his name, aVit is written in Spanish — 
Chrisldval Colon. 

,a brief notice oj james henry ber- 
nardin de st.. pierre, author of 
Studies of nature, paui and vir- 



•"Will .Barlow be consistent ? Will he, 
on being rotroduced'to Bonaparte, be true 
to his principles ? For the honour of phi- 
losophy, we hope and trust he will remem- 
ber, and execrate the " blood-staind steps I" 
when he beholds the Emperor at the levee. 



G1NIA, THE INDIAN COTTAGE, &C. 

From Inchiquin, the Jesuit's, Letters ; 

«» Americart publication. 
TAMES HENRY BER NARDIN 
J DE ST. PIERRE, was bom in 
the district of Caux, in the pro- 
vince of Normandy, of an ancient 
and respectable family; being a 
near relation to the Abbe St. Pierre, 
celebrated for his scientific ac» 
quirements, and especially f/ur his 
project of a perpetual peace.; with 
which the good Cardinal Fleury 
was so well pleased, as to vvrite to 
Fonteaelle, that it would be happy 
for mankind, if princes would take 
a dose of the elixir of that excels 
lent -project. The author of the 
Studies of Nature resembles his re- 
lation the Abbe, in goodness of 
heart, and depth of knowledge, and 
surpasses him in genius and the 
powers of elegant composition. At 
an early age he entered upon the 
profession ,of arms, and travelled in 
Russia and Poland. Upon his re- 
turn, he was sent in the capacity 
of engineer to the Isle of France. 
On his return to France, he- re- 
nounced his situation in the army 
as too restrictive^ of the freedom for 
study and contemplation he longed 
to enjoy. Being thus deprived of 
his pay as an oificer; and having 
generously relinquished what pa- 
trimonial estate he bad, in favour 
of a sister, his finances fell to 'a 
very low ebb, his prospects weiie 
overcast with gloom, and the fate 
-of genius seemed- to threaten to 
be his. But he -neither repined 
nor abandoned himself to despair. 
While thus struggling with want 
and uncertainty, he fomned an ac- 
quaintance ytjith John James Rous- 
seau, whom he -.resembled in lofty 
;ta.ku!s, excessive sensibility, ami 

* He also' wrote, " A Tour in Silesia ? 
which may be found in the Sd vol. of the 
Belfast Magazine, J4o. 14, page 21.9, 
This tour was, by mirtakey inserted und«r 
the title «f Foreign literature. 
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cfevqtion to retirement ; though there 
was none of Rousseau's desponding 
and unsociable humours about his 
friend St. Pierre. 

Owing irt part to the instances 
of M. de — ■, he was prevail- 
ed upon to shake oft' the scholastic, 
diffidence, and the poverty under 
which he was sinking into soli- 
tude; and to present himself to 
certain personages about the court 
of Louis XVI. distinguished by their 
stations.and beneficence to men oflet- 
ters in indigence The person of all 
others who has now the honour to have 
interested herself in favour of 
St. Pier-re, was Madame Neckar, 
wife of the great financier; to whom 
he was indebted for the patronage 
of the king, and several eminent 
characters of his household. 

It was at one time generally 
feared that St. Pierre had fallen a 
victim td the revolution. But he 
providentially escaped the perils of 
that tempest, to live serenely to 
a good old age, blessing and bless- 
ed by his learning, cheerfulness 
and benevolence. 

We observe, with pleasure, that 



Professor Barton, of Philadelphia, 
whom, through his scientific re- 
searches, we know as one of the ; 
only men of, letters in America. ha* 
given his countrymen art ediliouof 
the Studies of Nature.- But it is to 
be regretted, that he has not in- 
troduced his work with any bio* 
graphical sketch of the author; 
because independent of the desire 
of ^most readers to know something 
of the life of the writer they ad- 
mire, the qualities o£ St. Pierre's 
mind are so' strohgty ■ reflected in 
his works, that all persons must 
read them with greater pleasure 
and instruction, from knowing that 
they faithfully 'represent the virtues 
and simplicity of the author's cha- 
racter. 

It is probable the world would 
have been gratified with many- 
other of St. Pierre's productions, 
had he not, at rather a late day, 
sacrificed his additional fame to 
marriage, and the enticements of 
domestic life. This sin against 
science ha attempted to extenu- 
ate to his friends by the proverbj 
"Better late than never." 
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«ODDEN SNAPS. 

A FEW years before the death 
of the late Dr. John Fother- 
gill, a Cumberland gentleman, much 
addicted to the bottle, and posses- 
sed of few virtues, applied to the 
Doctor for advice.' Being intro- 
duced, the Doctor who had some 
knowledge of his person, which 
however he chose to conceal, 
inquired what was his ailment, to 
which the Other replied, he was 
very well in health, eat well, drank 
well, and slept well; but wished 
io know how he might' be guard- 



ed against sudden snaps. The ve- 
nerable physician gave him a pre- 
scription for his complaint, in the 
following deserved nepioof. "Do 
justice, . love mercy, walk humbly 
before thy God, and do not snap 
the hottle too often.*' 

TIME RECOVERED FROM SLEEP. 

Various have been the; means 
made use of to overcome the habit 
of sleeping long of a morning. 
Btlftbn, it is said, rose With the sua ; 
tie often used to tell by What means 
he had accustomed Himself to rise 
early. " In my y>uth " says he 



